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GENERAL  MEDICAL  COUNCIL, 

1863. 


/ 


RECOMM,ENDATIONS 


OF  THE 


GENEEAL  COUNCIL 


OF 


MEDICAL  EDUCATION  & REGISTRATION 


OF  THE 


UNITED  KINGDOM, 

IN  REFERENCE  TO  GENERAL  AND  PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION, 
As  Amended  in  1'863  ; 


TOGETHER  WITH 


RESOLUTIONS  POSTPONED 

OONaiDKRATION  TO  TUC  NEXT  .VEETINO  0,  THE  COONCE. 
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at  a meeting 


OF  THE 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  COUNCIL, 

Holden  June  3,  1863 ; 


Resolved — 

“ That  the  various  Resolutions  and  Recommendations 
of  the  Council,  affecting  directly  the  subject  of 
Medical  Education,  be  separately  printed ; that 
a copy  be  furnished  to  the  several  Bodies  named 
in  Schedule  (A) ; to  the  Members  of  the  General 
Council,  and  other  persons  n.aiped  by  the  Presi- 
dent ; and  that  written  communications  be 
invited  concerning  them  from  those  to  whom 
they  may  be  sent.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF 

THE  GENEKAL  MEDICAL  COUNCIL, 


IN  REFERENCE  TO 

GENERAL  AND  PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION ; 


As  Amended  in  1863. 


1. — GENERAL  EDUCATION  AND  EXAMINATION. 

The  Medical  Council  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable — 

1.  That  all  Students  pass  an  Examination  in  General  Education  before 

they  commence  their  Professional  Studies. 

2.  That  the  time  of  commencing  Professional  Studies  shall  be  under- 

stood to  be  the  time  of  commencing  Studies  at  a Medical  School, 
and  that  no  Qualifying  Body  be  held  to  have  complied  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Council  which  shall  allow  the  Examination 
in  General  Education  to  be  passed  after  the  commencement  of 
Professional  Study. 
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3.  That,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  Testimonials  of  Proficiency 
granted  by  the  National  Educational  Bodies,  according  to  the 
following  List,  be  accepted,  with  such  modifications  as  the 
Medical  Council  may  from  time  to  time  think  proper  to  make. 

1.  A Degree  in  Arts  of  any  University  of  the  United  King- 

dom, or  of  the  Colonies,  or  of  such  other  Universities 
as  may  he  specially  recognized  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Medical  Council. 

2.  Oxford  Kesponsions  or  Moderations. 

3.  Cambridge  Previous  Examinations. 

4.  Matriculation  Examination  of  the  University  of  London. 

5.  Oxford  Middle  Class  Examinations  (Senior). 

6.  Cambridge  Middle  Class  Examinations  (Senior). 

7.  Durham  Middle  Class  Examinations  (Senior). 

8.  Durham  Examinations  for  Students  in  Arts,  in  their 

second  and  first  years. 

9.  Durham  Registration  Examination  for  Medical  Students. 

10.  Dublin  University  Entrance  Examination. 

11.  Queen’s  University,  Ireland,  two  years’  Arts’  course  for 

the  Diploma  of  Licentiate  in  Arts. 

12.  Preliminary  Examinations  at  the  end  of  A.B.  course. 

13.  Middle  Class  Examinations. 

14.  Matriculation  Examinations. 

15.  First  Class  Certificate  of  the  College  of  Preceptors. 

16.  “ Testamur”  granted  by  Codringtori  College,  Barbadoes. 

17.  Degree  of  Associate  of  Arts  granted  by  the  Tasmanian 

Council  of  Education,  with  a Certificate  that  the  Student 
^ has  been  examined  in  Latin  and  Mathematics. 

4.  That  the  Examination  in  General  Education  be  eventually  left 

entirely  to  the  Examining  Boards  of  the  National  Educational 
Bodies  recognized  by  the  Medical  Council. 

5.  That  no  Certificate  of  Proficiency  in  General  Education,  which 

does  not  affirm  the  Proficiency  of  the  Candidate  in  Latin,  be 
deemed  a sufficient  proof  of  Preliminary  Education  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  Professsional  Studies. 
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6.  That  Students  who  cannot  produce  any  of  the  Testimonials 

refen-ed  to  in  the  Third  Eesolutibn,  be  required  to  pass  an 
Examination  in  Arts,  established  by  any  of  the  Bodies  named 
in  Schedule  (A)  of  the  Medical  Act,  and  approved  by  the 
General  Council,  provided  that  such  Examination  be  in  every 
case  conducted  by  a Special  Board  of  Examiners  in  Arts. 

7.  That  without  professing  to  lay  down  any  complete  scheme  of 

General  Education  for  persons  intending  to  become  Members 
of  the  Medical  Profession,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the 
Scheme  of  Examination  in  Arts  of  the  Licensing  Bodies  be,  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  similar  to  that  of  any  of  the  National 
Educational  Bodies  above  specified. 

8.  That  after  October  1st,  1861,  all  Medical  Students  be  required 

to  be  Registered. 

9.  That  the  Lists  of  Students  Registered  be  closed  within  fifteen 

days  after  the  commencement  of  each  Session  or  Term. 


10.  That  no  Student  beginning  Professional  Study  after  September 

1861,  be  Registered,  who  has  not  passed  an  Arts  Examination, 
in  conformity  with  Resolutions  3 or  6. 

11.  That  the  aeveral  Bodies  in  Schedule  (A)  of  the  Medical  Act, 

either  jointly  or  severally,  open  a Eegisler  for  Students  com- 
mencing  their  studies  in  Medicine,  in  the  form  annexed. 


EEGISTEE  OF  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
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12.  That  after  January  1863,  all  Junior  Middle  Class  Examinations 

be  excluded  from  the  List. 

13.  That  the  said  Register  be  opened  on  the  first  day  of  each  Session 

or  Term,  and  remain  open  for  fifteen  days ; and  that  within 
seven  days  after  its  close,  the  Ofiicer  in  charge  transmit  a duly 
authenticated  copy  thereof  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Branch 
Council  of  that  division  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  which  the 
Body  or  Bodies  belong. 

14.  That  the  Registrar  of  the  Branch  Council  lay  the  Copy  of  the 

said  Register  before  the  Branch  Council,  in  order  that  the 
Branch  Council  may  take  whatever  steps  may  seem  necessary 
to  secure  its  accuracy ; and  that  it  be  thereafter  transmitted, 
with  any  remarks  by  the  Branch  Council  thereon,  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

15.  That  the  Licensing  Bodies  shall  have  power  to  admit  exceptions  as 

to  the  time  of  Registration,  if  satisfactory  to  them,  and  transmit 
Lists  of  such  exceptions  to  the  Branch  Council  of  the  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  which  such  exceptions  shall  have  been 
granted,  with  the  grounds  stated. 

16.  That  the  various  Educational  and  Licensing  Bodies  be  requested  to 

transmit  to  the  Registrar  of  the  General  Council,  Returns, 
embodying  any  alterations  which  they  may  from  time  to  time 
introduce  into  their  Courses  of  General  Study  and  Examin- 
ations, which  qualify  for  the  Registration  of  Medical  Students  ; 
and  that  a Copy  of  such  Returns  be  sent  by  the  Registrar,  as 
soon  as  convenient,  to  each  Member  of  the  General  Council. 

H- — PROFESSIONAL  EDUCATION. 

17.  That  the  age  of  Twenty-one  be  the  earliest  age  at  which  any 

Professional  Licence  sliall  be  obtained. 

18.  That  four  years  of  Professional  Study  be  required,  after  the 

Examination  in  General  Education. 
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III. PEOFESSIONAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

19.  That  the  Professional  Examinations  he  divided  into  at  least  two 

distinct  parts  j that  the  first  be  not  undergone  until  after  the 
termination  of  two  years  of  Study ; and  the  final  Examination 
not  until  after  the  termination  of  four  years  of  Study. 

20.  That  the  first  Professional  Examination  be  conducted  partly  in 

writing  and  partly  viva  voce ; and  that  such  parts  as  admit  of 
it  be  made  as  practical  and  demonstrative  as  possible. 

21.  That  the  second  Examination  be  conducted  partly  in  writing, 

partly  viva  voce,  and  practically,  so  far  as  may  be  convenient 
and  attainable. 

22.  That  the  Professional  Examinations  be  held  by  the  several 
Licensing  Bodies  (except  in  special  cases)  at  stated  periods,  to  be 
publicly  notified. 

23.  That  Returns  from  the  Licensing  Bodies  in  Schedule  (A)  be 

made  Annually  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  in  the  subjoined 
Form,  to  the  General  Medical  Council,  stating  the  Number  and 
Names  of  the  Candidates  who  have  passed  their  First  as  well 
as  their  Second  Examinations,  and  the  Number  of  those  who 
have  been  rejected  at  the  First  and  Second  Examinations 
respectively;  and  that  the  Registrar  forward  a sufficient 
number  of  forms,  with  a notice  for  their  being  returned,  in  due 
time. 

24.  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  Examining  Boards  that  they 

should  require  from  every  Candidate  for  Examination  before 
them,  a statement,  signed  by  himself,  whether  he  has,  or  has' 
not,  been  rejected  within  three  months  by  any  of  the  Examin- 
ing Boards  included  in  Schedule  (A)  of  the  Medical  Act. 

25.  That  it  is  not  deskable  that  any  University  of  the  United  Kingdom 

should  confer  any  degree  in  Medicine,  or  Surgeiy,  whether  that 
of  Bachelor,  Doctor,  or  Master,  upon  Candidates  who  have  not 
graduated  in  Arts,  or  passed  all  the  Examinations  required  for 
the  Bachelorship  in  Arts,  or  the  Examinations  equivalent  to 
those  required  for  a degree  in  Arts. 


FORM  OF  RETURN,  according  to  Recommendation  No.  23  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  1862. 
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KESOLUTIONS  OF  1863 


REQUIRING  SPECIAL  CONSIDERATION. 


THE  FOLLOWING  KESOLUTIONS 

Agreed  to  bg  the  Medical  Council  in  June  1863, 

DEMAND  THE  CONSIDERATION  OF  THE  BODIES  NAMED  IN  SCHEDULE  (a) 
BEFORE  THE  NEXT  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


1. 

{Minutes,  No.  64,  p.  7.) 

“ That  the  Council  recommend  to  the  various  Licensing  Bodies  named 
in  Schedule  (A.)  of  the  Medical  Act,  the  consideration  of  the 
ad-eundem  principle  in  the  granting  of  Degrees  and  Licences, 
with  a view  to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  Examinations  of 
the  same  subject,  which  the  Student  is  now  frequently  obliged 
to  undergo,  in  order  to  obtain  a plurality  of  Qualifications.” 

2. 

{Minutes,  No.  51,  p,  5.) 

“ That  the  Medical  Council,  whilst  appreciating  the  great  value  of  the 
practical  opportunities  afforded  to  the  Student,  who  is  a Pupil 
of  a regular  Member  of  the  Profession  holding  the  appointment 
of  Surgeon  to  an  Hospital,  General  Dispensary,  or  Union 
Workhouse ; and  whilst  considering  that  a year  spent  in  such 
pupilage  might  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  four  years  of  Profes- 
sional Study  recommended  by  the  CouncU,  is  of  opinion,  that 
such  year  of  pupilage,  apart  from  the  practical  and  systematic 
study  of  the  elementary  and  ancillary  sciences  of  Medicine, 
should  not  he  conducted  during  the  first  year,  hut  at  some 
period  during  the  subsequent  years  of  Professional  Study.” 
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3. 

(Minutes,  No.  5i,pp.  6 & 6.) 

“ That,  looking  at  the  various  CuiTicula  of  Professional  Education 
enforced  by  the  Licensing  Bodies  enumerated  in  Schedule  (A) 
to  the  Medical  Act,  the  Council  are  of  opinion  that  the  Number 
of  Courses  of  Lectures  required  to  be  attended,  might  be 
reduced  with  advantage,  so  as  to  give  the  Student  a larger 
amount  of  time  for  self-education. 

“ That  the  overloading  of  the  Curriculum  of  Education — whether  as  to 
the  Number  of  Courses,  or  of  Lectures  in  particular  Courses, 
must  be  followed  by  results  injurious  to  the  Student.” 

“ That  the  Medical  Council  resolve  to  take  into  consideration,  at  the 
next  Meeting,  the  propriety  of  recommending  a reduction  in  the 
Number  of  Courses  of  Lectures  which  the  regulations  of  the 
various  Licensing  Boards  at  present  render  obligatory. 

“ That,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  the  consideration  of  this  subject, 
the  General  Council  request  to  be  favoured  with  the  opinion  of 
the  Bodies  in  Schedule  (A),  on  the  possibility  and  propriety  of 
this,  before  next  Meeting.” 
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THE  FOLLOWING  MOTIONS 

WERE  RESERVED,  IN  JUNE  1863, 

FOR  CONSIDERATION  AT  THE  NEXT  MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


1. 

{Minutes,  No.  52,  p.  29.) 

“ That  four  years  of  Professional  Study,  embracing  at  least  four 
Winter  Sessions,  or  three  Winter  and  two  Summer  Sessions,  at  a 
Medical  School,  he  required,  dating  from  the  first  Registration.” 

2. 

{Minutes,  No.  52,  p.  30.) 

“ That  the  words  ‘ Medical  School  ’ in  the  Recommendations  of  the 
Medical  Council,  shall  be  held  to  mean  any  institution  where 
Courses  of  Lectures  are  delivered,  or  Systematic  Practical 
Instruction  given  in  departments  of  Practical 

Medicine,  or  of  the  Sciences  accessory  to  it,  such  Institution 
being  recognized  by  any  of  the  Bodies  named  in  Schedule  (A).” 

3. 

{Minutes,  No.  5<L,p,  7.) 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  Branch  Councils  to  report  to  the  next 
Meeting  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  as  to  the  simplest 
mode  of  Registering  Medical  Students. 
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